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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

706-781-3015 • 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru
Susan Anderson • Glory McGinn

Lindsey Gaylord • Sarah Jane Serra
Valorie Carter • Sasha Watson

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

Offer good Monday-Thursday only ~ $20 cash/$25 credit card (plus tax)
Offer expires September 1, 2016 ~ Additional restrictions apply 

Call for reservations (706) 745-5252 

1 hour guided trail rides 
as low as $20 

with this ad 

Trail Rides at Trackrock 
Summer Horse Ride Special 

 www.TrackrockStables.com 

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding
Hearing Instrument Specialist

411D HIGHWAY 515 • BLAIRSVILLE, GA

PLACE YOUR
AD HERE!

Advertise with other 
Local Business here in 

the Blairsville area!
Contact Joe Collins

706-835-8769
or 706-745-6343

Declare your financial
independence. Call today.

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Located in Blairsville, GA
706-781-1423

WAZOO! Quilting
Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration

Quick Turn Around 

706•400•2988

6310 Murphy Hwy., Blairsville 
706-745-0027 

www.farmfreshbeef.net
farmfreshprocessing@gmail.com

Fresh
Cuts
All

Natural
Meats!

Paint & Staining Specialist • 25 Years Experience!

10% OFF Any 
Interior Painting 

with this Ad
Serving Towns, Union & Clay Counties

blueridgepaintingservices.com

706-970-1409391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

THE GARDENS APARTMENTS

AGE 55 OR OLDER
g y

=

Managed by

For information please email 

Call us about our 

referral fee $$$!

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

935 Murphy Hwy.
706-745-3378

Misty Garrison • Lisa Harris

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy 
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

We
Make
Loans.s..

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

 706-745-6111
www.1ffc.com

Ask for Chris
(706)400-9824

Ask for Mallory
(706)897-8297

Blairsville
Pressure Washing

Decks - Driveways - Single Level Homes
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Forest...continued from Page 1A

Lodge...continued from Page 1A

Forestry Agriculture Day?
T h e  U n i o n / To w n s 

C o u n t y  C o o p e r a t i v e 
Extensions are teaming up 
with the Georgia Mountain 
Research and Education Center 
and Chestatee-Chattahoochee 
Resource Conservation and 
Development Council to offer 
an all things forest-related 
workshop on Sept. 28, at the 
GMREC Auditorium. 

“We came together with 
Mickey Cummings and Frank 
Riley to brainstorm on topics 
that would be of interest to 
people in the area, especially 
an  underserved in teres t 
among the community,” said 
Ray Covington, GMREC 
superintendent. “One that 
immediately popped up was 
the forest. There are lots of 
programs for gardens and 
growing fruit trees, but no 
one is really addressing the 
forest issues here, in terms of 
a seminar. 

“Look at our county – 
60 percent of it is in Forest 
Service land. Most of the 
homeowners have forest on 
their property. I’ve had so 
many people asking what’s 
going on with the oak trees and 
what they can do to improve it 
and sustain it. 

“They’re wanting to 
know, what’s a weed, and 
what needs to be removed? 
So, we definitely have a need 
for this.”

The workshop will be 
divided among five different 
speakers, all of whom are 
specialists in their respective 
fields from the University of 
Georgia, Georgia Forestry 
Commission and the U.S. Forest 
Service. These specialists will 
be covering nuisance wildlife, 
tree identification, invasive 
plants and trees, and diseases 
and pests of native trees. 

The nuisance wildlife 
aspect of the workshop will 
focus on how to manage 
everything from feral pigs 
to Canada geese, plus moles 
and voles and everything 
in between that could be a 
potential threat to personal 
property. 

Identification of invasive 
plants will be covered in 
the invasive plants and trees 
portion of the workshop. Those 
who attend will not only learn 
what these plants are, but also 
best management practices of 
each species.

“We’re going to learn 
how to identify different fungal 
diseases, different insects that 

could be infecting trees and the 
forest environment, and that is 
actually going to give us what 
is called pesticide credit,” said 
UGA County Extension Agent 
Melissa Mattee, who covers 
Towns and Union counties.

“You can get a pesticide 
license, and every couple of 
years you need credit. This is 
a one-credit workshop, since 
we’ll be talking about applying 
pesticides. We can teach 
members of the community 
how to treat trees to prevent 
disease and pest spread.”

A v o l u n t e e r  f r o m 
the Firewise Communities 
Program will also be making a 
presentation at the workshop. 
Firewise is program housed 
within the National Fire 
P r o t e c t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n 
that focuses on educating 
community members on how 
best to prevent forest fires. 

The workshop itself is 
being funding through the 
Chestatee-Chattahoochee 
RC&D, which covers 13 
counties in Northeast Georgia. 
Frank Riley, executive director 
of the RC&D, coordinated 
with Mattee and Covington 
to facilitate the grant for the 
program.

“You can apply for 
educational grants that allow 
you to put on programs, and 
Frank Riley was able to get 

a grant to do a field day or 
educational day, and it will last 
us three years,” said Mattee. 
“So, we can do this seminar 
series three years in a row, 
and then do an assessment to 
see how perceptions changed, 
if people are implementing 
what they’ve learned to aid 
in conservation of natural 
resources and agriculture.”

T h e  w o r k s h o p  i n 
September will be the first 
in a series, all focused on 
agriculture and conservation. 
Two other workshops will 
be offered in the winter and 
spring, one of which will 
cover soil conservation while 
the other will discuss best 
farm management practices. 

“ E v e n  i f  y o u ’ r e 
p r imar i l y  a  f a rmer  o r 
producer, you’re going to 
have some kind of timber 
or forest ecosystem on your 
property,” said Mattee. “It’s 
important to understand how 
that forest ecosystem operates 
so it can be cohesive with 
your agricultural endeavors 
so you minimally disturb the 
other.”

The workshop will 
begin at 10 a.m. and last until 
2:30 p.m. A $5 fee is required 
to attend, which will include 
lunch. To RSVP to the event, 
call the GMREC at (706) 745-
2655 by Sept. 14.

their services.”
This is the first year the 

lodge has done a First Responder 
Breakfast, and throughout 
the course of that Wednesday 
morning, the masons served 
free breakfast to dozens of 
first responders ranging from 
sheriff’s deputies to police 
officers, jail employees, 911 
dispatchers and firefighters.

The food, made in-house 
by members of Allegheny 
Lodge No. 114, included a 
hearty breakfast of bacon, eggs, 
pancakes, biscuits, sausage 
and gravy – and there were no 
complaints.

Union County Sheriff 
Mack Mason was one of the 
many guests at the lodge that 
morning, and he said that as 
far as appreciation went, the 
feeling was mutual.

“We appreciate that 
organization, they do a lot for 
the community,” said Sheriff 
Mason. “I appreciate them 
thinking about us. It uplifts 
our spirit when the community 
stands up for us. That’s why 
we’re here, to stand up for our 
citizens, and we appreciate it 
so much.”

Union County Fire Chief 
David Dyer also attended the 
breakfast at Allegheny Lodge 
No. 114 headquarters, located 
in Downtown Blairsville, and 
he said he, too, appreciated 
the masonic organization for 
thinking of his firefighters and 
other first responders in the 
county.

Union County Fire Chief David Dyer shared a free meal with Lt. Jeff Fortenberry, on Wednesday, 
Aug. 3, in Allegheny Lodge No. 114’s tribute to Union County First Responders

UCSO Detective Sgt. 
Tom Mangifesta, speaking 
to Benfield’s concerns over a 
recent nationwide shifting of 
attitudes toward members of 
law enforcement, said that he’s 
been feeling the love locally.

“In light of what’s been 
happening the last couple of 
years with officers all over 
the country, we’re seeing 
everybody around town just 
coming up and thanking us 
for our service, and it’s really 
humbling,” said Mangifesta. 
“But that’s the way the folks 

are in this community here. 
They appreciate us, and we 
appreciate them very much 
for the support we get from 
them.”

The masons are already 
talking about holding another 
appreciation breakfast next 
year, and they hope to do it up 
bigger and better than this first 
time around.

Allegheny Lodge No. 
114 was able to provide the 
free breakfast to Union County 
first responders thanks to 
community support for its 

many fundraisers throughout 
the year.

“We’ve got a barbeque 
(fundraiser) coming up Sept. 
30,” said Benfield. “It’ll be 
$7 a plate, and that’ll get you 
a big barbeque sandwich, a 
bag of chips and an oatmeal 
cookie, or $35 for a whole 
Boston butt.”

A n d  o f  t h e  m a n y 
endeavors undertaken by 
masons each year, all 433 
lodges statewide come together 
to support the Masonic Home 
of Georgia in Macon.


